New frontiers for the sustainable prevention and control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs): a view from sub-Saharan Africa.
Largely overshadowed by infectious disease, the global burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) is equally as serious and requires urgent attention. Fostering political will to address this pandemic in low- and middle-income countries where the burden of NCD is accelerating is essential. The World Health Organization urges member states to strengthen efforts to address the burden of NCD. Through facilitated discussions with prominent leaders in sub-Saharan Africa, the American Cancer Society and the International Union of Health Promotion and Education addressed facilitators, barriers and mechanisms for action to support integration of diseases into an NCD framework. Viewpoints on next steps, including gathering information, conducting surveillance and training on advocacy, were identified to emphasize the commitment and resources necessary to succeed against this pandemic.